Notes: The History of the Pilgrims 
Early 1600s

England
· William Bradford provides us with the best history of the Puritans.
· Mr. John Robinson (Pastor) and Mr. William Brewster (Church Elder) led a group of Puritans to worship in secret in Scrooby, England in 1607.
· The Official religion in England since King Henry, VIII in 1534, was the Church of England. It was illegal to practice any other religion.
· In reality, the Church of England was not much different than the Roman Catholic Church so many didn’t think it had changed enough.
· Some groups in England wanted to fix the Church of England but others wanted a clear break from the church in favor of a new purified church.
· King James I (Scottish), King of England was an intellectual, a very keen politician, and very religious.  He thought he was God’s right hand man on Earth and that there should be only one religion with him at the head.
· Those that deviated from the Church of England could be imprisoned, fined, or killed.
· In 1607, in Boston England, Puritans had to worship their religion in secrecy.
· The Puritans sought a place to practice their religion more freely.
· They sold all of their belongings and paid sailors in Boston England to bring them safely to Holland but the sailors ripped them off (the Puritans were arrested and 7 leaders remained imprisoned. The other men, women, and children were released).
Holland
· Small groups of separatists fled to Holland over time to avoid being detected.
· Over time many separatists started new lives in the United Provinces of the Netherlands (the Dutch were 7 local sovereignties competing with one another- so the state tolerated many religions just to keep the nation united).
· Many different groups sought religious freedom in Amsterdam.
· Most Puritans were farmers and found it difficult to live in the city of Amsterdam.  Most lived in small low-rent apartments in Amsterdam and Leiden, Netherlands.

· William Brewster took a job as a printer in Holland and began printing works against the Church of England to arouse fellow separatists (books were smuggled back to England).
· In 1617, the elders of the Congregation met in Leiden to discuss the possibility of leaving Holland (as life was not ideal- although they could practice their religion freely) to find a new settlement in the Americas.

· Some held misconceptions about the natives of the New World and were fearful but others saw no other option.  The debate went on for months.

· The decision was made to establish a new settlement in America.
· Well-established ancient native cultures existed in America at the time.
· European merchants and fishermen made contact with natives, and in many cases, kidnapped the natives and brought them to Europe as specimens and slaves.
· King James I refused to support the Puritans in settling in America but agreed not to interfere.

· Reverend Robinson decided not to make the voyage but entrusted the Congregation in the hands of William Brewster.

· Families divided and some stayed behind in Leiden, Holland while others made the voyage.

· Thomas Weston was a merchant and businessman of the London Company and agreed to take the Puritans to the New World. The English businessmen would finance the voyage (it was later discovered that the investors changed a clause of the agreement to have more power than they originally agreed to- and that the Puritans would have to work for the businessmen for 6 days per week and all profit would remain with the businessmen- the Puritans objected and were angry but they were too far in to cancel the voyage).  The planters and merchants would work together as business partners for 7-years as a joint stock company and then divide the profits.
· The Puritans hired and military leader, Myles Standish, to train the Puritans in firearms and sword fighting for their own protection against the natives in the Americas.

· In Holland- Catholic Spain was planning an attack and the nation was preparing for war.

· James I obtained copies of the pamphlets and books that were printed in Holland against the Church of England and required that the Dutch arrest the printer and send him to England to answer to King James himself.  The Dutch complied and arrested Thomas Brewer for questioning and tried to find out where William Brewster was (now a wanted man).
Preparation for the Voyage

· The Puritans purchased the Speedwell, a small ship that would remain in America and help them explore the coasts and serve as transportation there.

· The Puritans left Holland for Southampton, England.

· The larger ship (a merchant vessel), the Mayflower, was ready for the voyage.

· Another group joined the Puritans on the voyage that were not separatists but probably sympathetic to them.  Many of these people were skilled craftsmen looking for work in America.
· The two ships were to sail together but the Speedwell under Master Reynolds stopped was taking on too much water and the expedition returned two times back to England before it was determined that it was not seaworthy.
· Captain Christopher Jones was the captain of the Mayflower.

· Because the Mayflower had to make the voyage alone, there were many more people on the ship than they had originally planned.

· Along with the 102 passengers there were 25-35 crewmen

The Voyage

· It was damp, dark, crowded and unsanitary in the lower deck of the ship where people lived.

· Food on the ship was bad. Hard tack was standard fare.  Salted beef and meats were common.  One daily ration of food on the ship contained 6,000 mg of salt.  Everyone drank beer.

· The main beam of the ship snapped while the ship was at sea.  Only through the use of a house jack was it repaired.

· Two people died on the voyage and one was born (named Oceanus).
· On November 9, 1620 the Mayflower reached Cape Cod (which was wooded all the way to the sea).
· The Mayflower then attempted to sail south to Hudson River (which was the most northern part of the Virginia territory) but at Pollack Rip they faced rough waters and could not proceed south.  Luckily the wind changed and they avoided the certain death in the rip.  The ship then sailed back to Cape Cod harbor.

The Mayflower Compact

· Because there was no legal basis for them to establish a settlement outside of the land owned by the Virginia Company.  They did not have a charter to settle there.

· Since they didn’t believe that they had standing in law to settle anywhere else they decided to draft an agreement, a body politic, or general government and laws to live by.  This was the Mayflower Compact.   This was meant to be a temporary document to live by until they received official authority for their settlement.
· The Mayflower Compact established an elected authority that all agreed to live by.

Cape Cod

· Captain Jones attempted to get the Pilgrims to land and search for a suitable settlement site as soon as possible so the ship could sail home before the winter.

· The Expedition party went ashore to explore the land with guns and weapons.  They thanked God for their safe passage and then explored the coastline.
· What they encountered was empty land, wild animals, and natives.
· The Nauset natives of Cape Cod were part of Wampanoag nation.

· On November 16, 1620 the scouting party found an empty native village.  They dug up mounds of earth and discovered seed corn.  They also found graves- which they looted.

· The Pilgrims stole as much corn as they could take.
· As winter grew closer people lived on the Mayflower.  Many grew sick and died.

· On December 5, 1620 the men and women both went ashore.

· On December 7, 1620 the men went ashore at Eastham Beach.  They made a barricade and shelter on shore.  Through the night they heard wild animals but had not yet seen the natives.

· On December 8, 1620 the Nauset natives attacked the scouting party on First Encounter Beach.  The Pilgrims realized that they needed to look for a different location for a settlement.
Plymouth

· On December 11, 1620 the Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock (although there is no evidence this story is true).

· They decided on the land above Plymouth Harbor as the place for their settlement.
· At the end of December 1620 the Pilgrims began to build their settlement.  They began building the first house for common use on December 25, 1620.

· Throughout the winter people grew sick and died.  Many also suffered from scurvy from lack of Vitamin C.
· There were seldom more than 6 or 7 people healthy enough to tend to the sick, and what buildings had been built in Plymouth, were used as hospitals.

· By the end of February, out of the 100 who began the voyage to America only 50 were still alive.

Contact
· One day in February a native named Samoset (from coastal Maine) walked right into the Plymouth settlement and in broken English welcomed the Pilgrims.

· The Village of Patuxet, where the Pilgrims were building their settlement was entirely wiped out by disease.

· Samoset told the Pilgrims that the natives didn’t trust the English because the English had kidnapped natives in the past and the Patuxet and Nauset peoples did not trust them.

· Samoset reported about the Pilgrims’ intentions to the Sachem Massasoit of the Wampanoag nation- that the English did not plan on leaving.

· On March 22, 1621 Massasoit and 60 of his men approached the Pilgrims in a very tense encounter.

· Governor John Carver invited Massasoit into one of the houses and the two groups came to form a peace treaty.
· Squanto translated the meeting (he spoke English better than Samoset).

· The Wampanoag wanted an alliance with the English because some tribes had been threatening his people.

· Squanto stayed the night and explained that he was a Patuxet native who had been tricked by Thomas Hunt to go aboard his ship to trade.  Hunt then sold the natives into slavery in Malaga, Spain.  He eventually made his way to England.  Squanto then made his way back to Newfoundland as a translator and guide on an English expedition.  When he arrived, his entire village of Patuxet had been wiped out by sickness.

· In April, Squanto taught the Pilgrims how to plant their crops of corn, squash, and beans by fertilizing the ground with fish.  

· Also in April, the Mayflower (with no goods from New Plymouth) departed to return to England.

· Finally, in April, Governor John Carver suddenly fell ill and died a few days later.  William Bradford became the new governor.

· In 1621, the investors in England were angry that the Mayflower returned with no cargo from the New World.

· Over time the Pilgrims visited the natives and vice versa.

· Edward Winslow, the great negotiator, made the relations between the natives and the Pilgrims good.
· Throughout the summer the Pilgrims built their shelters and prepared for the winter while Winslow continued to spread peace with the natives.

· One John Billington was lost at one point- and it was learned that the Nauset natives took him prisoner.  The Pilgrims approached the Nauset people with Squanto and eased tensions.  The Pilgrims repaid the natives for the stolen corn and the Nauset people returned John Billington.

The First Thanksgiving

· Better prepared and with a good harvest, the Pilgrims were ready for their second winter.

· One day, Massasoit and 90 warriors came to Plymouth for a harvest feast.  As was native custom, the Pilgrims prepared a feast that lasted 3 days to celebrate the good fortune they were experiencing and the peace with the natives.

· At the harvest festival they ate corn, turkeys, ducks, geese, fish, and shellfish.  Massasoit’s men brought 3 deer.
· They had weaponry exhibitions and drank together.

· The Pilgrims were free to visit the native villages and receive a similar feast as allies and friends.

· Winslow remained an ambassador to the native people until 1646.

· Squanto, whose influence made him want to become a Sachem on his own, got sick and died in 1622.

· Winslow remained governor of the colony until age 67. 
